WEATHER FORECAST.

Increasing cloudiness; contin-
ued warm to-day; rain to-night.
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FOUR N LIVEL
SGRAP AT HOUSE
OFFIGE BUILDING

Representative HamerChased
by Three Secretaries.

"HEAVY CANE AS DEFENSE

Capitol Bluecoat Comes to Res-
¢ue of Lawmaker.

Dispate Over Right of Way in Cors

ridor Results in Belligerent LEn-

connter—Hamer, in Effort to Es-

to drop the argumeent by escaping, the
secretaries took after him as he made the
sidewalk.

Representative Hamer is a tall and
wiry individual. F¥Fe has lived long In
the West, and apparently is not alio-
gether unusued to fistic arguments.
Clavis, Smiley, and Wallace dispersed
soon after the occurrence. Smiley was
scen In his apartment, near the Capitol,
at midnight. He was disinclined to talk
about the incident of the early evening,
bevond remarking that it was only a
“skylarking affair,” and shomld not
amount Lo anything.

LANDS IN A STORM.

Balloon, “Miss Sofid,” Fails to Break
Any Records.

Dover, Mo., Feb, 5. —The 8$0,000 :‘uhlc
foot balloon, Miss Sofia, with W. F.
Ashman pilot, and J. M. O'Reilly, both
of St. Louls, aboard, which left San|
Antonio, Tex., early last night, with the
hope of lifting the Lahm cup, passed
over Guthrie, Okla., northward-bound, at
3:40 o'clock this morning In a rain and
wind storm, landed at Dover, fifty miles
slightly northeast of Kansas City at 515
this altornoon.

AMERICAN OPERA

cape. Falls and Is Overcome hy One
of Antagonists, Wha Is Hauled Of

Before Deoing Any Damage,

A belligerent encounter,

which |
) { I

as- |

Of-

result i complaints
ocurred the House

May

sault, in

FINALLY SCORES,

ited Praise and Suecess
Accorded “Natoma.”

Mer

fice Building at 8 o'clock last night, |
between three Congressional .ﬂ'crc-i
taries, and Representative Thomas |
R. Hamer, of Idaho.

There was a lively scuffle result-

ing from a dispute as to right-of-|

the

way courtesies in t corridor of |

the building, accompanied by threat-
ening motions of a heavy cane, and |
a flow of extremely heated remarks, |

Turning hastily out of the door to|

flec from the sccretaries, who he|
apparently consulered had become|
Hamer slipped

]
IT

his assailants,
on the sidewalk and sustained a bad|
1all. I
OVERTAREN IN STREET. I
He was overtaken there by one of :l)c‘i
secrelaries, proposed to puxh the |
buttde to a bt was hauled
off bv one of the Capito]l police angd sev-
h i zmatherod, l
aries were 15, 8 Glay 1:-',1
R. Gluvis, of Ballin- |
Ser-Plochot investigation fame, :t"’f,‘,'\'_‘[a!'}':
to RNepresentptive Graham, of Pennsyi-
vania: James Smiley, secretary 1o Rep-
resentative Dickson, of Missigsippl, ant‘!i
Williem Wallace, secretary to Logre-
sentative Bowers, of Mississippl l
No blows mtruck during the meiee,
ident, however, that things were
Iy warlike when Repre-
irnped toward the strect
aflter taking part in
of what is calied 1o the
debate) In
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ilamer turned and ran. He
the dor even with the side-
the steps leading up to
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these steps he slipped and fell.
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Lo neect

scrambled to his feet
=atlant. A House
watchman overtook the pair and
apart. Imprecations
flowing somewhat freely from both sides
contest, the Congressman made
his way to the House to attend the night
and the three secretaries re-
entered the buiiding,
of the near battle did not leak
late in the covening. Repre-
ive Hamer remained at the House
the close of the session at 10:30
o'clock. Then he proceeded to the House
office building, entered his ofMice and im-
mediately called the lieutenant of Capitol
police in charge of the building, and the
door watchman, whe witnessed the con-
flict, into conference

It was apparent that he was desirous
of getting from them the names of his
tesaflants In to make an investi-
gation. at least, and perhaps file com-
plaint=.

In response to questions concerning the
encounter, Representative Hamer sald he
preferred to say nothing.

“The incident i= nol worth mentioning,"
sald he, "and should be forgoten at once
by everyone not personally Interested in
i I do not care to discuss even Its
slightest detail."

SYhows No Injaries.

The ldaho Representative bore no signs
of any Injuries received elther in the cane
rush or in his fall. e would give no in-
timation as whether he would call
for arrest of the three secretaries.

It was apparent that the young men
who cngaged in the confilet with - Mr.
Hamer had been together for some time.
They were entering the bullding in a
more or less jovial mood, when Repre-
sentative Hamer encountered them us
ha was leaving. The cirridor apparently
was not wide enough for the meeting con-
tingents, At any rate, a romark was
passed, and in a trice the place was ex-
ceedingly confiend. 4Loud language arose
and threats echoad througli the ocus-
tomarily quiet passage ways.

The waving of the Congressman's cane
seemed to infariatd the thiee young men,
and the threats began to be sccompanied
by menuscing asdvances. The uneveniy
matched forces seemed 10 be all that was
preventing a clash and bloodshed. All the
elemeents of bLellizerency were there. [t
was a distance of several paces ta the
door. The Congressman backed most of
the way, keeping up his ¢nd of the wotdy
war and waving the cane at convenlent
inlervals. Seelng his apparent intention

il

' o E
s as

ordtered them still
of the

Snss5ion,

order

(3]

the

| Froduction

|ene-act IlyTic drama, by

MARKS EPOCH IN STAGE MUSIC

English by Victor
Herbert and J. E, Redding Worthy
of Being Classed as “Grand.”
Staged in Philadelphina Under Man~

agement of .\ndﬂ-u. Dippel.

Philadelphia, Feb. 5.—At jast “Na-
an American opera sufficiently
ambitious in conception to be classed as
‘grand.” and successful enough in its ef-
fort to praised honestly, hss been
produced and warmly welcomed. Not,
perhans, as an absolute realizgfion of
what was muost hoped of the joing work
of Victor Herberp composer), and
Joseph E. Redding ‘lb-“ librettist), but
an evidence of a determined, carnest
effort to put opera sot to English words
by American musicians in the same rank
as foreign opera,

The production of “Natoma™ at the
Metropolitan Opera House, by the Phila-
delphia-Chicago Company, under the man-
agement Andreas Dipple, marks a
turning point in the- young story of
Amerkun stage music.

Until to-night, and in the presont gen-
eration, one opera only by a composer
of this country had compelled wldc:mru‘
stention. i -

A year ago, when the much-talked of
Prof. Converse,
named “The Pipe of Desire,” was pree
sented at the New York Metropolitan, a
death blow secmed to have been denlt
al all the ardent hopes of tho=e who
had looked forward to the upbullding of
a school of native operu.

Brilliant Aadicnes Attends,

But now a sccond effort has been mude;
and even though it may not in the long
rin prove triumphant, it has in a large
meoasure shown the adorm of persisting
in the struggle for the development of
opera by the writers and composers of
this country.

A large and brilliant audience thronged
the house, listened with sympathy to
“Natoma,” and applavded Its perform-
ance by the distingulshed artists in the
cast.

The first act left
in doubt

The second act aroused enthusiasm. The
third and last confirmed the favorable
Impression made already.

The libretto mow and then provoked
smiles. So did the English sung by cer-
tain of the artists,

This was natural. Most of the singers
are forcigners, who had not time or op-
portunity to conquer the difficulties of
our vernacular, But, on the other hand,
the vividpess of the music, wherever the
composer has given rein to his melodic
inspiration or handled his orchestra
freely, gave great delight, And, though
too often Mr. Redding’'s lines seemed
childish, they lent themselves ouite
caslly to singing, Writers more poctic
and imaginative than Mr. Redding will
take up his task ere long where he has
left it, and in a yocar or two we may
evolve more operas, beside which ““Na-
toma,”” with it= many and rea] beauties, |
will seem as ““Traviata” to *Alda™ and |
“Otello.”

Many Notables Present.

Four, indeed, five thousand music-lovers
head the performance, In the boxes were
Clarence Mackay, Philip Lydig, Otto H
Kahn, Thomas Clarke, Rudolph Schir-
mer, and Robert W. Iverson, all of New
York; Max Pam and John C. Shoffer, of
> g0: Edward Stotesbury, Thomas
Leaming and Mrs, Leaming, Marcellus
Coxe and Mrs. Coxe, Langdon Mitchell
and Mrs. Mitchell and Mrs. Alezander
Erinton Coxe, of Philadelphia,

Though she spoke plainly a short time
ago of American opera, that wonderful
woman, Mary Garden, put her heart, Wir
great intelligence, her charms, all her
erl, into the interpretation of the In-
dian heroine. John McCormack, as a
Californian counterpart of Lieut. Pin-
keérton; Hector’ Du Fraune, as a good
Californion patre; Mario Sarmarco, as a
Spanish villain, and Lillian Grenville co-
operated bravely with Miss Garden,

The dances in the second act—wild,
picturesque, and in one instance tragecal
—~id more than even the admirable or-
chestra to assure a victory which at first
seemed hard to win Much of the
honor earned to-night by the performance
was unquestionably due to the great skill
of Maestro Companini, who is now al-
nidbst as zealous an advocate of English
opera 28 he has long béen of Italian
Opera.

Costames Historieally Accurate,
The costumes worn by “Natoma™ were
all historically accurate. |
The first two scenes—one showing the
exterior of an oid and mission
church at Santa Barbarm—were beauti-
fully painted and most plcturesque,

The cast was as wE: Nolama, Mary
Garden: Barbara, Grenville: Lieut
Paul Merill, John

toma,™
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SIX HANDBOOK MEN

IN POLICE DRAGNET,

Quiet Investigation by Detectives Foliowed by Coup.
Some of the Suspects Get Away, but Their
Capture Is Assured.

Six alleged handbook men—incid
horse races—were gathered in by ¢l

day afternoon, in what had been intended as a well-planned coup by

entally charged with making bets on
1e police of the First predinet vester-

which wholesale arrests were expected.

The men under arrest gave their namies for entrance on the station

house blotter as Ralph Waldecker, Ellis Weinberg, Davard Wrenn, [

Albert Walker, William O. Jefferie
WORKED FOR FIVE WEEKS,

by Dwtect
precing

CaSE

The coup was rnginecred e
Howe und Messer, the
who had been working on
the last five weeks., About
Capt. Hollinberger, of the First precine
Rorgeants Lohman, Lee and and
Privates Lile, Owen, Thompson, Connors,
Bobo, Donnelly, P. Mertz, Ward, and
McDonald left the station bouso and s=el
out to capture ithe suspects. T

of First L

or

the

> o'viowk
€

Catts,

police

broke up into small squads, and entered |

all the places where they supposed 1
could catch the men at about the
time
Weinberg house,
in
be-

was arrcated at his
910 E street: Waldecker was found
Fosbender's saloon, in Ninth
tween D and E streets; Walker, at 3I5 F
street: Jeffries, at the Park Hotel] Me-
Mahon, at the ¥Fat Men's Club, and
Wrenn in Ninth street, between I, and
M streets, he returning to his
home.

frach of
dollarg in
wanted by
the police say they will get them in
day or two,

The prisoners were

street,

as was
the men had scveral hundred
his pockets. Several of those
the police escaped the net, but
a
the First

taken to

&

s, and Arthur McMahon,

und charged with run

Each man gave bond

precinct station
ning handbooks.
and wias releascd.

Capt. lollinherger sald that the cru
sade agninst the bookmakers in this cjty
was but e beginning of a campaign
that will eventually drive them from
the city., With 1he handbook men the
police arrested James J. Leonard as a
witness, When h wias hken the
station it was found he
had a revolver in his hip pocket Wils
then charged with carryving ealed
weapons, and later released on 340 bail

Roper Gets Into Trouble.

Aboul half an bour after the men had
been locked up. Amos A. Roper, a for-
mer member of the police force, came
the station to Weinberg, It
is claimed he became abusive, and was
locked up charged with disorderly
duct. He was released on $55 baul.

Last night “plain clothes” men zscoured
the ity the hope of getting others
whom the police say are runaning hand-
books, but
Innt arrested. Deteclives Hotwe and Mes-
{srr, of the First precinct, have heen
working vnder orders from Maj, Sylves.
ter, obtaining evidence against the men,
|and the arrests were the outcome of this
| Investigation
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FORTIFIED CANAL

FAVORED BY HOUSE

Decisive Vote When Item
Comes Up in Sundry Bill.

The Panama Canal iz to be fortified
By a vote of 1Z} to 81, on roll call, the
House of Reresentatives last mnight em-
phatically registered its will on that
question. It is expected that the Sen-
ate will concur without delay, and that
with the signing by the Presldent of the
sundry eivil bill, containing $.000,000 for
beginning the defense works, the policy of
the United States with relation to the
canal and to the other nations of
world, will be settied for all timé.

By a decisive majority, the amendment
offered by Chairman Tawney, of the Ap-
propriavions Committee, proposing diplo-
matle negotiations looking to the nedtrali-

zatfon of the waterway prior to the ex- |

penditure of money for fortifications was
beaten, as were other amendments in-
tended to render ineffective the canal ap-
propriation paragraph or to delay the be-
ginning of the defense work for an inde-
terminate period.

Of all the thousand and ene Items in the
great sundry @il bill carrying more than
$141.000,008, which passed the House of
Ropresentatives at 10:3 last night, the
one item that attracted the most atten-

speeches that bave
House of Representa-

the |

tions item. But he had no chance. The
sentiment of the House, as disclosed by
the vote, was overwhelmingly against
him. The most dire predictions were
made by the anti-fortificationists as to
the ultimate cost of canal defense plans.
lTh(- fortification board has declared offi-
cinlly that the defense will cost $12,000,000,
Mr. Tawney said last night they would
cost $60,000,000 at least, and $26.000 a year
besides to maintain.

he advocates of fortifications declared
these figures to be too high, but ex-
pressed the sentiment of the House, and
of the American people, thev declared,
that even if these figures .wera correct,
the canal should be fortifiedq and pro-
tected against the world.

The sundry civil blil had been under
consideration by the House for only
two days, and its passage im thiz brief
period establishes a new record. While
once or twice in the last twenly-five
years a sundry civil bill has been
passed under suspension of the rules,
thiz |s the first time that the measure
was ever put through in any such time
under the regular rules of the House,

The chief feature of the considera-

| tion of the measure yesterday was the
| passage of Ilems aggregating $67,000,000
iby unanimous consent. This heretofore
'has been a Senate prerogative and has
‘never been indulged In to so great an
| extent by the lower branch.
! The bill a8 passed carries among the
many others an appropriation of $3560,000
! for the recomstruction of the hall of the
i House of Representatives. Altogether
there are more than a thousand items
|in the bin.

Will Call Extra Seasion.

Charleston, W. Va. Feb. 5 —Within
Jess than twelve hours of adjournment of
the thirtieth session of the West Vir-
ginia legislature, comes the announce-
ment of Gov. Willlnm E. Glasscock that
he will issue a call for an extra session
of that body to be held some time in
May to consider a primary blil, which
falled to pass the senate at the reguvlar
session, Gov, Glasscock’'s announcement
was not & surpriee altogether, as he wgs
known to entertain strong convictions
that » primary law s due the people of
the State.

I3

up to a late hour they were.
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10 NEGLECT
FGITY RAILIVAYS

Central Citizens Complain of

Constant Menace.
r

DANGER

TO VEHICLES

Yavements in Bad Condition in
All Seetions of District.

ronnchise Laws Covering Mafter

Violated Failure
Asphalt Be-
Trackas—Capt,

Admits Protests

Persistently by

to Properly Repair

tween nnd
Mark Brooke

Justiled and

_)r r
Are

Founded on Facits,

That n persistent violation of the
franchise laws covering the matter,
street railways of Washington con-
tinue to neglect to properly repair
pavements over which their lines
run, entatling danger and annoy-
ance to pedestrians and ruining the
appearance of the
vesterday

streets, was
charged by
members of the Federation of Citi-
zens' Asscciations, who will carry
their allegations to the Commission-
ers immediately.

Associations all over the city have
appealed to the central body for sat-
isfaction in the matter, claiming

afternoon

that not for ycars have the streets|
| balf through,

been allowed to remain in the con-
dition noticed at present.
MENACE TO VEHICLES,

Louis P. Shoemaker, president of the
Brightwood Citizens’ Assoclation, said
yesterday that the matter had been called
to his attention Ly the exisling conditions
on Georgia avenue, where for blocks the
car tracks are cxposed, a constant men-
ace to vehicles and fool passengers,

“T have known of several accldents in
the last few weeks,” Mr. Shoemaker said.

Continuned on Page 11, Column 5.

Wounds Friend Shooting Target.
Special to The Washington Merald.

Roanoke, Va., Feb. 35—~While shooting
at a target this afternoon with a .22 cali-
ber hair trigger magazine rifle, Thomas
Kain, president of the Casper distilling
Company, accidentally shot H, Wallarke,
manager of the Hoanoke branch of the
Pintsch Gas Company.. The ball struck
Clarke in the left breast and lodged In
the lungs. Clarke has a slim chance
of recovery.

Singers to Vislt White House,

Copenhagen, Feb, 5 —The Danish Stu-
dents’ Choral Society will shortly make
& tour of the United States, and will sing
at the White House. It is the fAnest
bady of singers in Northern Central Eu-
rope. Its membership includes the most
eerommz-m sgoloista of the opera house

Te,

Protect Persons from Saicides.

Chicago, Feb. %5.—Owners of sixteen
office buildings in the loop district hav-
ing rotundas meorc than throe storfes in
height were to-day ordered to stretch
£eTeens across the second floor openings
to protect persons on the main floor from
suicides who might leap on them. Three

ldays are given for them (o Legin work. |

| by

PRESIDENT MAKES
A VIGOROUS PLEA

FOR THE

DISTRICT

Strikes Popular Keynote at Testimonial Din-
ner to Representa:ive Gardner.

TOUCHES UPON A NUMBER OF TOPICS

Would Like to See a Resident of Capital Ride on
Public Ground From Potomac Park Through Rock
Creek and Soldiers’ Home to the Capitol.

If citizens of the District of Columbia have had cause

to complain

in the past because of the subordination of District affairs to other mat-

ters of state by Congress, they could hav
'like lines last night, at the testimonial

¢ had no just complaint along
dinner of Washington official

and private circles to Representative Washington Gardner, of Michigan,
the retiring chairman of the District sub-committee on appropriations

President Taft, members of the

municipal daministration, past and

future dictators of the District’s treatment by Congress, laid aside the

Lroadest questions of national welifare, and paid almost exclusive atten-

tion to the “hopes and fears of future vears” of citiizens of the District.

ALL PHASES COVERED.

No possible project or hope of the fu-
ture, or phase the administration of
the District in past, was left
tounched, And no speaker displaye
but the fecling interes

studious knowledge the

which Pristrict ars
dally miinds, 11

promises

of
the un-
most
aof, questions
of the
er Iin their
not reached
made I the quetions, at least the speak-
ex offered an open. unbiased mind for the
consideration of all District matters
Never since the memorable dinnoer
him by the citizens of the District
Years ago, has President Tafl taken oc-
casion {o avow himself so exhaistvely on
District matters, as did last night
And the most enthusiasstlce—if conscien-
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very little
that ailds
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there

or
particular Con-
re-dle The
that the work which
Congressmian for the District comes
nearer being prompted b) pu diginter-
estedness and patriotl=m and love of the
Capital than anvthing clse that s done.

“That Is the reason why vou are here,
and that is the reason why I am
Perhaps, if Mr. Gardner had not devoted
s0 much time to the District, and a Tittie
more time to the benighted members of
his district, he might not have been
here to-night, but he would have been
here next month, That i not the only

m. COnSe-

done

o

]

| respect for Mr.

reason why [ am giad to testify 1o my
Gardner. He s going
out, and there comes over every man who
holds, temporarily, an office, after he Is
a sort’ of sympatby with
thos: who are going out.

“No man who has the opportunity
walking through the Capital every day
or every week, and who has any <yes
for the beautiful at all, can help stop-
ping at every corner in this city of great,
present beauty and of magnificent possi-
bilities, without studying the methods
and the means for improving this place
that we al love as a national expression
of liberty and the institutions of liberty
I vary my walk every day: First around
the Monument, and then up to the Capi-
tal, and in my mind's eye 1 try to see
that Bureau of Engraving and Printing
with nothing substituted for it that does
not look like a factory. 1 want to sec
that Hall put through. and that me-
morial bridge and that Lincoln memorial;
and [ want to be able If T get on horse-
back, and haven’t legs enough to carry
me, to ride from the Potomae Park.
round into Rock Creek, and then through
the Soldlers’ Home, and then around
into the Capitol grounds—all on public
ground,

of

Not as a Criticlsm,

“T am not criticising’ Cougress. Con-
gress has a very hard time. There are so

i many different things to do that I think

on the wnole I agree with the Speaker—
that thre District get= a great deal of the
tima of Congress, Sometimes it seems as
Iif Congress were naggardly. [ think so
every onee in a while, but the teuth is,
ayd we have got to recognize it, the Jude-
ment of the many intelligent is better
than ithe judgment of one man all the
fime, and m the end under our system of
government, as you look back over a
decade, you see a wonderful degree of ac-
complishment and of effective aceomplish-
ment, such as to juslify the confidence
we¢ have in popular government.

“It has been my fortune. or misfortune,
io partake in a number of discussions as
to tha proper government of the District,
1 abserve that the Spenker called for the
ralsing of hands as (0 those who desire a
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Friends of the Distriei.

“Now, there = no belter frieml]l of the
District than Brother Burleson. 1 should
be glad at all time as I do now, to testify
to his disinterested zeal in behall of tho
Distriet. He came tn me when
had on me the burden of selecting
District Commissioners, and he helped me
In every way the best men 1
cosld.

In golng all over this city one i
by &» idea, and 1 believe Congres=
realizes it. that the money cannot all he
contributesd at onc, and probably it is
better that it should not be, and that
the plans should be worked out gradually,
and that while we have a plan amd
we should work to it, we may by woniiing
acquire experience as to what wo need
and more knowledge, and all join togeiher
in the team wark that s necessary (o
make this the mest beautiful city In
the world.”
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No Comcesnion to Americans.
Rome, Feb. 5.—The Tribuna denie
any concession ‘has been granted
Americans for the operation of the sul-
phur mines in Tripoll. It =ays the pres-
enge of J. Qgden Armour’'s  yacht at
Cyrenaica i= not connected with the ex-
ploitation of the mines, but = due
Mr. Armour’= interest in archaeology and
his recent visik to the excavations at
Cyrenalca.
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Joha F. Elmore Dead.

New York, Feb, fHi-John F. Elmore,
former United Statey Minister Peru,
Jled suddeply at the Astor House to-day,
aged seventy.

Lo

' Palm Beach, Miami, and Cubs,

Via Atlantic Coast Line, leaves 7:10 p. m.,

Three other lHmited trains. Superior road.
and HI9 New York ave nw.




